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The Top 14 Science Questions Facing America / Where Do We Go From Here?
Abstract

Science Debate 2008 supporters include dozens of Nobel laureates, policymakers from Newt Gingrich to Bart Gordon, leading business CEOs, over a hundred university presidents, and nearly all of the major American science and engineering organizations, as well as 39,000 scientists and engineers.  These signers submitted over 3,400 questions for the candidates for president.  Science Debate worked with other organizations (including the American Chemical Society) to cull these down to "The 14 top science questions facing America."  The group received answers from both Senators McCain and Obama, which are online at www.sciencedebate2008.com. 

Mr. Otto will tell the story of Science Debate 2008 initiative and the overwhelming response to it, including how the questions were developed and the candidate responses.  His remarks will also cover how this initiative met at the juncture between science, policy, the media and the public.  Since this speaking event is post-election, he will also address “Where do we go from here?” with regard to the top science questions facing America.

Biography

Shawn Lawrence Otto is a screenwriter, political strategist, self-described science lover (he studied physics, psychology and neuroscience in college) and cofounder and CEO of Science Debate 2008, the national initiative working to elevate science and technology issues in the presidential election, and going forward, in other federal races.  

Shawn was also cochair of the recent national conference on science policy at the Center for Science, Technology and Public Policy at the University of Minnesota, featuring keynotes by Ira Flatow (Host of Science Friday, National Public Radio) and Minnesota native and chemistry laureate Peter Agre.  

Meeting Date: Thursday, November 13th, 2008
Meeting Location: Century College, 3300 Century Avenue, White Bear Lake, MN.   

Meeting Schedule:

Executive meeting:  5:30 pm to 6:30 pm in Room 2854, East Campus (new Science/Library Building)

Dinner:  6:30 pm to 7:30 pm in the Foyer outside Room 2854, East Campus (new Science/Library Building) 

Presentation:  7:30 pm in Room 2862, East Campus (new Science/Library Building)

Dinner: 
A buffet dinner of chicken breast in mushroom sherry cream sauce with new potatoes, vegetables, bread, and assorted cookies and bars.  

Cost:
Advance payment or pay at the door requires a Reservation.

$16 advance RSVP via PayPal online at www.mnacs.org/meetings/nov2008.html, or $18 at the door.  NEW! STUDENT RATE: $10 advance RSVP via PayPal online at www.mnacs.org/meetings/nov2008.html, or $12 at the door.
Reservations: Register online at http://www.mnacs.org/meetings/nov2008meeting.html or leave a detailed  message at  651-779-3487 or email to  joann.pfeiffer@century.edu by COB Friday, Nov 7.
Directions / Parking:  

Take Century Ave north from I694 in the northeast metro.  At the third stop light (just under the Century footbridge), make a right turn onto Century College’s East Campus.  The first right and right will take you into the new parking lot next to the new Science/Library building.  (Parking is free in any lot on campus.)  Upon entering the breezeway connecting the new building to the old one, go through the doors on your right and up the stairs on your right to the second floor.  







